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to rain showers of melody and devotion, and the
audiences were delighted. Balwand and Satta on
reaching their homes continued to sing the Guru's
hymns with the object of withdrawing the Sikhs
from the Guru, but in this they completely failed.
No one would go to them or listen to their minstrelsy.
They found themselves without corn or money to
buy it, and then they began to repent of their
impudence and imprudence. They said to some
Sikhs, whom they expected to perform the office of
mediators between them and the Guru, that they
would return to their duties, if they even received
food and clothes as remuneration. The Sikhs men-
tioned this to the Guru, but he sternly forbade
them to make any representation again on behalf
of men who showed disrespect to the house of Guru
Nanak. He said he would have the beard and
moustaches of any one who again spoke in their
favour cut off and his face blackened, and he would
then have him mounted on a donkey and led in
disgrace through the city.

Two months after this Balwand and Satta went
to Lahore to visit one Bhai Ladha, whom they knew
to possess great influence with the Guru. They told
him all the circumstances connected with their
quarrel with the Guru, and begged him to intercede
for them. Bhai Ladha said to himself, * Here is
a chance of , doing good. The body and wealth
abide not for ever. The only gain is for him who
doeth a good action.' He sent Balwand and Satta
on before him, and having shaved his head, blackened
his face, and mounted a donkey with his face turned
to the tail, went round the city of Khadur, and
finally arrived in the Guru's presence. The Guru
asked him what guise he had assumed. He said
he was merely obeying the Guru's order, and prayed
him to be good enough to pardon and reinstate the
rebeck-players. c The Sikhs err/ said Bhai Ladha,
' but the Guru can pardon and mend what is broken/